MEETING OF THE HARGRAVE AND HUXLEY PARISH COUNCIL

To the Members of Hargrave and Huxley Parish Council: You are hereby summoned to attend the Annual
(First) Meeting of the Parish Council on Sunday 10t May 2026 to be held in Hargrave Village Hall, which will
begin at 5.00pm for the transactions of the business set out below.

Signed  7rudy Ryadl-Harvey: Clerk
03/05/2026
clerk@hargravehuxleypc.co.uk

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND ALL COUNCIL MEETINGS

(Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960

AGENDA

Ok wnN e

To accept and sign the Certificate of Exemption.

To review the Internal Audit Report Received.

To agree and sign the Governance Statement.

To approve and sign the Accounting Statement.

To note and agree the Notice of Public Rights and Publication of
Unaudited Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR 2026-27 Chair
APOLOGIES and reason for absence. Chair
DECLARATIONS OF Members to declare any interest under the following categories: Chair
INTEREST pecuniary, outside body and family, friend or close associate.
PUBLIC When members of the public may comment or raise questions regarding
PARTICIPATION matters affecting the Parish.
(max. of 3 minutes per person without prior agreement with Chair and for a total of 20 minutes).
This provides an opportunity for members of the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the
meeting except by special invitation of the Chairman) to participate by asking questions, raising concerns or
making comments on matters affecting Hargrave and Huxley. No decision can be taken during this session, but
the Chairman may decide to refer any matters raised for further consideration.
N.B. Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that is not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972
Sch 12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119
MINUTES To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1t March Chair
2026
ACTIONS To receive updates on any actions from the minutes since the last Chair
meeting not otherwise on the agenda.
BUSINESS AND 1) Public Rights of Way — to receive a verbal update. MP
CORRESPONDENCE 2) Highways —to note the issues reported to Highways since the last LS
meeting.
3) Speeding in Huxley — to receive an update report on the SID machine SR
and it’s recordings.
4) United Utilities — to receive an update on work being carried out in LS
relation to the improvement of supply in the area.
5) Community Litter Picking Event (Womble Walk)— to receive an update CN
following the recent event.
6) Asset Maintenance —to review quotes received and agree next steps.
7) Maintenance:- SM/MP
- To agree if the Parish Council wishes to weed killer Huxley Lane LS
Footpath again this year.
- Toreceive an update on Millennium Garden maintenance for LS
2026.
8) To note any other correspondence that has been received since the Clerk
agenda was sent out.
PLANNING To note planning applications as listed on the planning register, including SR/LS
comments submitted since the last meeting and enforcement matters.
AUDIT & AGAR To receive a Financial Summary Report for 2025-26 and note it. Clerk




10. | ACCOUNTS 1) To accept the Cash Book and Out-turn (Forecast) to date. Clerk
2) To approve the payments that can be made between meetings for Clerk
2026-27.
3) To agree the purchase of additional lamp-post poppies for 2026. Chair
4) To review and note Internal Auditors Report. Clerk
5) To approve payments made since last meeting. Clerk
11. | PARISH COUNCIL 1) To review the policy schedule and agree those that require updating. Chair
MATTERS 2) Toreview and agree the adoption of:- Chair
- Bio-diversity Policy
- Community Engagement Policy
- Co-option Policy and Procedures
- Equality and Diversity Policy
3) Toreview a schedule of meetings for 2026-27. Chair
4) To agree the roles and responsibilities within the Parish Council for Chair
2026-27
5) To agree and adopt the Parish Council’s Annual Report for 2025-26. Chair
6) To receive an update and agree any recommendations following any Chair
working group meetings that have taken place since the last PC mtg:-
- Grant Application Working Group
- CIL Money Working Group
- Neighbourhood Planning Working Group
12. | DOWN OUR WAY To agree items that should be included in the next issues of Down our Chair

Way newsletter on behalf of the Parish Council.

DATE OF NEXT
MEETING

To be confirmed.




HARGRAVE & HUXLEY PARISH COUNCIL 2026

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON 15t MARCH 2026 DIRECTLY AFTER THE PARISH MEETING
AT HULXEY VILLAGE HALL

In Attendance: ClIr R Bird Cllr S Martin
Cllr F Halton Cllr C Warburton
Cllr M Pilkington Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey
Cllr S Ratledge Members of the Public: 0

Cllr L Sackett (Chair)

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from ClIr R Jones due to being out of the country, Clir Nicholls
due to work commitments and Clir Mike Jones (Ward Councillor) due to family commitments.

DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE INTERESTS — Nothing declared
PUBLIC SESSION — nothing raised.

MINUTES
RESOLVED 25/051 that the Chairman signs, as a true and correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 4™
January 2026 proposed by ClIr Ratledge and seconded by CllIr Pilkington and unanimously agreed.

ACTIONS (not otherwise on the agenda)
It was reported that the gardener had been asked to trim back hedge in Hargrave at the Old Post office — this
work has been completed.

It was also reported that following the last meeting the gardener had been asked to trial the siding out of footpath
in Huxley — this work had been cancelled due to the maintenance work currently being carried out along Huxley
Lane by United Utilities.

It was discussed the possibility of sowing wildflowers on the areas that have been dug up by United Utilities
recently.
ACTION: Clerk and ClIr Pilkington to obtain quotes.

- Snowdrops

- Wild Garlic

- Continue to plant Daffodils

BUSINESS AND CORRESPONDENCE

Public Right of Ways — ClIr Sackett reported upon FP3 requiring work and the PROW Officer had no funds to
date. It was reported that the 11 kissing gates that have been funded are due to be installed imminently
depending on the weather.

Highways — It was reported that Martin’s Lane had been closed twice in the last 14 days. The residents have
raised a formal complaint due to the state of the road.

ACTION: The clerk was asked to contact Highways for an update on Guy Lane and Martins Lane work to be
carried out.

201 Clerk to the Council:
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A brief discussion on the state of the road by the Primary school was held. The Parish Council understood that
CWaC Highways would undertake the road resurfacing project as a priority in the new financial year to allow
United Utilities to finish their works, however they continued to report any potholes that required filling.

United Utilities — An update of the work being carried out in Hargrave and Huxley was shared between the
Parish Councillors. It was noted that complaints had been received from residents with regards to the amount
of rubbish being left by United Utilities. Also traffic management issues were concerning, this was reported by
the Chairman directly to United Utilities.

Community Litter Picking Event (Womble Walk) it was reported that the date of 215t March had been proposed
for the next Community Litter Picking Event. United Utilities advised that they will do a ‘clean up’ themselves
after they have finished their work.

ACTION: Clerk to order litter picking equipment.

Peak Cluster — CllIr Sackett, Ratledge and Halton attended the webinar and Cllr Warburton had attended the drop-
in event in Hoole and following this, received leaflets and posters to share with residents. The Parish Councillors
discussed the project.

Speeding in Huxley — ClIr Ratledge provided and up to dated report prior to the meeting on the SID, the speeds
were substantially lower due to road works being carried out and the state of the roads. It was agreed to leave
the SID outside the Primary School as it had been turned around to face the opposite way to previous.

Asset Maintenance — the list of assets requiring maintenance was re-circulated around prior to the meeting, it
was agreed that this would be reviewed again once the weather improved. It was agreed that this should be
kept on the agenda until completed.

ACTION: Mary to chase the painter with regards to the Telephone Box.
ACTION: Leave the items on the agenda for the next meeting when weather is better.
ACTION: Apply for ward members budget money towards Bench in Memorial Garden in Hargrave.

Other Correspondence — It was noted Tattenhall and District Parish Council has now reached the pre-submission
stage of the modified Tattenhall and District Neighbourhood Plan and the document were available for
consultation from Monday 23rd February to Monday 13th April 2026.

The letter from Assistant Chief Constable Alison Ross dated 19.2.26 providing an update on the future of the
PCSQ’s was circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting and noted at the meeting.

The updated fly tipping 'official' stats provided by Ward Councillor Mike Jones awas circulated prior to the
meeting and noted at the meeting. Cllr Warburton advised that fly tipping had taken place at a layby on Martins
Lane and she would report this to CWaC.

PLANNING
The Planning Register dated 16/02/2026 was accepted and changes to the planning register from last meeting
were noted.

It was noted that the following application had been determined by the Local Authority since the last meeting:-
e 24/00014/FUL — Barn at Bridge Cottage, Whitchurch Road, Saighton, Chester CH3 9AU — Demolition of

two agricultural buildings, and conversion and extension of a further barn to create a single dwelling —
approved.
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e 24/02969/FUL - Stapleford Mill Farm, Ryecroft Lane, Bruen Stapleford, Chester CH3 8HH — Demolition of
existing barn buildings, Erection of two storey dwelling, garden room, garage and office — refused — Appeal
dismissed.

e 25/01594/PIP — Land adjacent to St Peters Church, Church Lane, Hargrave — Erection of 7 dwellings and
associated infrastructure works — refused.

e 25/01502/PIP — Land at Long Acre, Mill Lane, Huxley Chester — Erection of 1 self build dwelling and
associated infrastructure works — Appeal dismissed.

It was noted that the following consultation received since the last meeting:-

e 26/00006/FUL — Scots Pines, Church Lane, Hargrave CH3 7RN — Alterations to front to include bow
windows and storm porch, demolition of existing conservatory and erection of single storey rear
extension, replacement windows and doors — the Parish Council submitted no objections to this planning
consultation.

It was noted that the following consultation had been received since the agenda has been circulated:-

e 26/00352/FUL - Willow Farm Long Lane Huxley Chester CH3 7RG - Conversion and change of use of
existing building into two dwellings including the construction of a car port and associated development

The Parish Council discussed this planning application and noted that the neighbourhood plan encourages
barn conversions from traditionally built barns however this building is not traditionally built. All parish
councillors were in favour of objecting to the planning consultation.

It was noted that the following response had been received from CWaC Planning Enforcement

24/00325/EMCOUI - caravan and shipping container on agricultural land at Old Hall Lane, Foulk Stapleford — the
Planning Enforcement Officers has been in contact with the owner, and the shipping container has now been
removed from the land.

The owner has confirmed that the caravan is a welfare unit for individuals working on the farm and so this does
not require planning permission to be present and does not represent a breach in planning control. This Planning
Enforcement issue is now closed.

FINANCIAL ITEMS

Cashbook and Out-turn Forecast YTD

RESOLVED 25/052 Year to date cashbook and out-turn report dated 16/02/2026 was approved as a true and
correct record.

Bank Reconciliation against Cashbook YTD — RESOLVED 25/053 — that Cllr Warburton signed the Bank
Reconciliation and Bank Statements.

Insurance Renewal

The Clerk reported that she had received a quote to renew the insurance for 2026-27 from Zurich Insurance of
£304. It was proposed by Cllr Bird and seconded by Clir Martin and unanimously RESOLVED 25/054 to renew the
insurance for 2026-27 with Zurich Insurance.

VAT Rebate Application - RESOLVED 25/055 that the clerk submit the VAT Rebate Application for 2025-26 of
£807.16 in March to allow for payment to be reviewed within the same financial year.
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Payroll Provider for 2026-27 — following the Clerk seeking quotes for Payroll provision for 2026-27 it was
proposed by ClIr Pilkington and seconded by Clir Martin and unanimously RESOLVED 25/056 that the Accounts
Centre be asked to undertake these services for 2026-27.

Payments by Direct Debit — RESOLVED 25/057 to continue paying the ICO subscription by Direct Debit and this
be the only Direct Debit paid by the Parish Council.

Approve the Clerk’s overtime of 17 hours — proposed ClIr Sackett and seconded by ClIr Ratledge and unanimously
RESOLVED 25/058.

Payments for approval:-
RESOLVED 25/059 to accept list below of income received and payments made or due to be made since the last
meeting for approval.

Income received since the last meeting for approval

Gross
Date Payable to Amount Comment
09/01/2026 | Bank Interest £12.11 | Monthly Bank Interest
09/02/2026 | Bank Interest £10.74 | Monthly Bank Interest
24/02/2026 | CWaC — Churchyard Grant Monies £1,212.27 | Closed Churchyard Grant
08/01/2026 | United Utilities £2,000.00 | Community Compensation
Payments made since the last meeting for approval
Net Gross
Date Payable to Amount VAT Amount Comment
07/01/2026 | Hargrave PCC £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 | Hall Hire for PC Meeting
20/01/2025 | Service Charge £4.25 £0.00 £4.25 | Bank Charges
21/01/2026 | Linux £47.88 £9.58 £57.46 | Old Domain Registration
12/02/2026 | Zurich £304.00 £0.00 £304.00 | Annual PC Insurance
22/01/2026 | Stephen O'Brien £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 | Grounds Maintenance
26/01/2026 | Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £256.11 £0.00 £256.11 | Salary Tax month 10
20/02/2026 | Service Charge £4.25 £0.00 £4.25 | Bank Charges
25/02/2026 Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £355.91 £0.00  £355.91 | Salary Tax Month 11
Payments not yet made for approval
Net Gross
Payable to Amount VAT Amount Comment
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £355.91 £0.00 £355.91 | Salary Tax Month 12
Hargrave PCC £1,212.27 £0.00 | £1,212.27 | Churchyard Grant
HMRC PAYE £6.40 £0.00 £6.40 | PAYE Q4
Huxley Village Hall £68.00 | £0.00| £68.00 Egom Hire charges for 2025-
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £104.89 | £17.20 £122.09 | Expenses
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Risk Management Policy - RESOLVED 25/060 that the Risk Management Policy and Risk Assessment that were
circulated prior to the meeting and reviewed be approved in preparation for the Internal Audit. Proposed - Cllr
Ratledge, seconded by Clir Bird.

Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy — RESOLVED 25/061 that the Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy be adopted
as circulated prior to the meeting. Proposed by Cllr Sackett and seconded by Clir Nicholls.

Subject to changing working to include Councillors as well as staff.

Asset Register for 2026 RESOLVED 25/062 that the Asset Register be approved as circulated prior to the meeting.
This was unanimously approved. Proposed - Cllr Martin, seconded by ClIr Halton.

Update on Parish Council gov.uk website. — The Clerk reported that HargraveHuxleyParishCouncil.gov.uk was
now live, there were still areas that required updating/completing and photographs and councillor information
was still required to be provided.

ACTION: It was agreed that quotes should be sought for photographs for the area to include the new website.
ACTION: Double check if there is a Neighbourhood plan page on the new website.

ACTION: Is there any anti-spam setting on the emails.

Internal Auditor
RESOLVED 25/063 to instruct Mrs Kath Lloyd to undertake the Internal Auditor for 2025-26.

Working Group Meetings
CIL Working Group — nothing further to update since the last meeting.
Have a meeting once the Kissing gates have been installed to look at next projects.

Neighbourhood Plan Working Group - ClIr Sackett reported upon a working group meeting attended by Clir
Sackett, Cllr Jones and ClIr Nicholls to look at a Design Code, a recently approved Design Code had been shared
with the group from Dunham Hill and Hapsford Parish Council. The Working Group had then sought advice from
CWaC Neighbourhood Plan lead who advised not to progress with a Design Code until CWaC have published
theirs.

ACTION: Get a quote for a Design Code to be able to earmark money for the future.

DOWN OUR WAY —items for inclusion in the next issues of Down Our Way was sought.
- Advertise about the running race.
- Next Parish Council meeting.

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting and will take place on Sunday 26™ April 2026 at
Hargrave Village Hall at 5.00pm.

The meeting closed at 18:05
YT c{ YT E PSR Dated: e
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Hargrave & Huxley
Parish Council

Clerk & RFO - Trudy Ryall-Harvey from 1st April 2025 - 31st March 2026
Email: clerk@hargravehuxleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Mobile: 07784 486 767
Information included:

Bank Reconciliation (below)

Significant variances explanation
Explanation of High Reserves
Year End Accounts
Asset Register
Risk Assessment
Chairman for Year 2025-26
Lorraine Sackett

Email: Lorraine@hargravehuxleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Phone No: 07905 425 486

CASH BOOK

Balance brought forward £27,909

PLUS: Receipts £10,745

LESS: Payments -£14,431
£24,222

BANK

Barclays Current Account £435

Barclays Deposit Account £23,787
£24,222

General Power of Competence: The Council adopted the General Power of Competence at their Annual Meeting on
14th May 2023, Resolution 23/004, page 102 of the Minutes Book.

Parish Council Minutes are available at https://hargravehuxleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/meetings
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Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2026 and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2026 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no
later than 30 June 2026 notifying the external auditor.

HARGRAVE AND HUXLEY PARISH COUNCIL

certifies that during the financial year 2025/26, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for
the year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2025/26: £10,745
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2025/26: £14,431

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

* The authority was in existence on 1st April 2022
* In relation to the preceding financial year (2024/25), the external auditor has not:
* issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
* made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
* issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
» commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
* made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
* The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2026.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer = Date | confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by
this authority on this date:

Signed by Chair Date as recorded in minute reference:
Generic email address of Authority Telephone number
clerk@hargravehuxleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 07784 486 767

*Published web address
www.hargravehuxleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not

both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2 Page 3 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities



Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

HARGRAVE AND HUXLEY PARISH COUNCIL

www.hargravehuxleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on
the basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant
procedures and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’'s needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year
to a standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective Not

No* | covered™”
A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy

of arrangements to manage these. v
L

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved ‘/
and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority’s f
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2024/25, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance |/

_review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick “not covered”)

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of

the internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

\/
M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period, l/

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. o
L

were public rights in relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

0. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and \/

data compliance.
P. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if
needed). Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the intemal audit

09 /otx /202l Kath Lloyd
Signature of person who \ /\\,‘%‘C\\% Hiate o9 / otk 200 b

carried out the internal audit

“If the response is ‘no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified (add separate sheets if needed).

*Note: If the response is ‘not coversd' please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is next planned; of,
if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why nat (add separate sheets if needed).

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2 Page 4 of 6
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

HARGRAVE AND HUXLEY PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

‘Yes’ means that this authority:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a
significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing trustee
we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the
fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if
required, independent examination or audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

A has met all of its responsibilities where as a body
corporate it is a sole managing trustee of a local trust

or trusts.

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT
and data management in accordance with proper
practices during the year under review.

has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data
management and has complied with proper practices in
doing so.

*For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, an explanation must be
published
Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a approval was given:

meeting of the authority on:

Chair
and recorded as minute reference:

Clerk

Information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annual Governance Statement)

Yes No
The authority website is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has been published.
www.hargravehuxleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2 Page 5 of 6
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

HARGRAVE AND HUXLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Year ending

31 March 31 March
2026

2025
£ £

Notes and guidance

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures

must agree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
forward 30,669 27,909| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree

to Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 6,057 6,360| received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

2,699 4,385 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
4’437 4’297 employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 Q| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

7,079 10,134| book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.
forward 27,909 24,222 must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 27,909 24,222\ holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments 14,687 25,717| up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

rom third parties (including .
0 O from third parties (including PWLB

For Local Councils Only

11. Do the figures in the accounting
statements above exclude any Trust v
transactions?

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the
Accounting Statements in this Annual Governance and
Accountability Return have been prepared on either a
receipts and payments or income and expenditure basis
following the guidance in Governance and Accountability for
Smaller Authorities — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper
Practices and present fairly the financial position of this
authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2

Page 6 of 6

Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities



0 0o o o 0o 0o 0o o o o o o [ mwe [ |

sped pue Asenieq aoejday |0 00s Joje|juqyaa

sanbe|d uspoom ayj ajeroual o1 |0 00T $24n1d|nd2S UspooM

0 198png oouBUIIUIE [N

0 Jaylo

0 809°L AT aanjpnuIseIyuU] AuNWWo)

0 SUOIN payJiewe

605°T 9AJasaY [BJBUID

000 Juo.y s308fo.d/s1usn3 Aylunwwo)

0 S05°€ sajen ade||IA

0 005C SU01199|3 WJAY-pIA Jo} 198png

0 0059 dadaud JeaA T 0idn jo sano Aued

_ lenyy SINYISIY NOX S1O3r0¥d

€- 086°T- CEL- €8¢~ 44 €8¢~ €87 00t~ 60€- €8¢~ LEYV- €8¢~ S 8Ly MO|} yse) uoljoesued |

SLLT- S09‘ET 0€8‘TT 059 ST ST ST 06¢'T S6 S9v ST ST ST 061°C 0v8'9 JINODNI TVLOL

syieasm Addod 1oy punsay |0 08 08 08 13410
009°T- 00L's 00Ty SLY'T oSy SLT'T S9AJ9S3Y WO UdXEe} ASUO

inponnseyul uo pasn aq Ajuo :uM wMHMJM 005~ 00s 0 Asuo pasJew.e3
(0133 S€9 596 S€9 0€€ A1anodal JYA

g- 06T S8T ST ST ST ST ST ST ST ST ST ST ST (0] 1saJ91u| jueg

0 0059 0059 0059 1dadaud

S1d1303d

90¢- S09'€T TI8‘ET 88T‘T 00v 16S 6L 960 8LL 6Ly STy S6¥ S06‘C  ¥£9'C S66 1NO HSVYD 1V10L

69 8LT 60T 1T v 9 9 0z L 6 v S 8 67 0 anoqe o % Aduasunuo)

1€ 9TT S6T “s T LT LT 9T (4 €T T 1 €C (4 0 9% uonepu|

sayus 22eida1 03 sa1e0 Buissiy jo uoneliersul| 756 0S6'C SLy'T SLY'T sapet3dn Aem Jo 3y81y d11and
Sunueyd dijn pue dospmous ‘poyea| O 0S¢ 0st 0st Sunue|d qing
0 00S 00S 00S s199(0.d Jay10

aue) Aspni uo yaedioos JIGK 000 000 002 00z 009'T AsjxnH yrediooy

30 8ulysnuq pue Jeak a3 Inoysnoays Sul|y paam| pue aul|gJa) JO ddueuSUIRIA
Sasuadx3 11D

0 00T 00T 00T (LETS) sway [erdyauag 20H Py

00S 00S 00S sjueI9 Ajunwwo)

0 00T 00T 00T yieaim uoidan y q

o148 oct 09 09 aneisieH

uapJeD WNUB||IA JO ddUBUSIUIBIA

0 0ST 0sT 0SsT 9DUBUAIUIBA D4NNUINS 193115

0 Sy 54 St dn-ues|) Aylunwwo)

sped Juawade|day| O 09 09 09 Joie 43a

SECIOT]

£7-970T 404 53502 uondda oN| 0 0 0 Aleap v suond9|3
0 Ly Ly Ly Aleap 99) Uo11PR104d BlEQ

msase_waw_mﬂxmw 0 8 8 8 Apeap diysiaquiay Jay10

0 [ 0s 0S Aleap diyssaquiaiy 2215

T 99T S9T 59T Ajeap diysiaquisy DIVHD

0 06T 06T or 0s 14 SL Suuied|

0 0s 0S 0s JUBMO||Y S,uewIRYD

0 0€€ 0€€ SS SS SS SS SS SS Alyauon sasuadxy

Sasuadx3 g ulupy

0 9T ¥91 08 8T 8T 8T Aleap aJIH wooy

4 18 6% 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 sadiey) yueg

s [ o8t 981 981 asGRM/UIpY

B PENED)

98 0€e 114 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 Alyyuow S9IAIDS ||04ARd

000573 Spaadx2 O 0 0

aIm1puadx 0 WU 31 PaJINbaI PNY [EUIBIXI UPNY [eUIAIX]
0 09 09 09 Aleap UpNy |eusaiu|

0 SLy SLY SLy Aleap Qoueunsu|

3INIIS [EUOISS3J0Id|

96¢- LTV'Y €18V 69€ 69€ 69€ 69€ 69€ 1474 89€ 8G€ 8G€ 8G€ 8G€ €SL Alyzuoy DJdAH 191D

3[doad|

1VA @pnjaul s31s0) JUNLIANIIX3

Areyuswwon asuelen 1z-9z0¢ | £z-920z [*eIN qa4 uer 39q AON PO das Sny nr unf  Aen idy |94 ojey 21€@ 3NQ

: 193png | |enpy juswsa|3 198png

9202/S0/10

LT-920¢ uinunQ

|12Uno) ysied AdIXnH 3 aneadieHq




Items to be approved for payment between meetings

Budget Element 2026-27
Budget
EXPENDITURE
People & Expenses
Clerk 4,417
Expenses 330
Training 190
Professional service
Insurance 475
Internal Audit 60
External Audit 0
Payroll Services 230
General Services
Admin/Website 186
Room Hire 164
Admin
CHALC Membership 166
SLCC Membership 50
Data Protection fee 47
Other Membership 8
Projects
Defibrillator 60
Community Clean-up 45
Street Furniture Maintenance 150
Maintence of Millennium
Gardens - Hargrave 120
Bulb Planting 250
Maintenance of kerbline and
footpath in huxley 2,000
Other Projects 500
Public Rights of Way Upgrades 2,950
British Legion Wreath 100
Community Grants 500
Ad Hoc Beneficial items (S137) 100
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Council: HARGRAVE AND HUXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Internal Auditor Kathryn Lloyd

Year Ending: 31t March 2026

Date of Report 9% April 2026

This internal audit has been conducted in accordance with SAPPP Practitioners’ Guide -
March 2025 - Section 4 ‘Internal Audit’. It is recommended that a council completes an
intermediate mid-year audit which allows any weaknesses in governance and internal
controls to be corrected during the financial year and an end-of-financial-year audit.

Internal audit is the periodic independent review of a council’s internal controls resulting in
an assurance report designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities
and operating procedures under the council’s control. Managing the council’s internal
controls should be a daytoday function of the council through its staff and management and
not left for internal audit. It would be incorrect to view internal audit as the detailed inspection
of all records and transactions of a council to detect error or fraud. This report is based on
the evidence made available to me and sampling tests undertaken by me and consequently
the report is limited to those matters set out below.

The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from
internal and external audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and
external audit. Failure to take appropriate action may lead to further audit enquiries being
raised and the external auditor issuing a qualified opinion.

To the Chairman of Hargrave and Huxley Parish Council

| have examined council business documents including policies, agendas & minutes,
accounting and financial statements and other documents relevant to this internal audit.

| confirm that | am independent of the council, its officers and councillors and its activities
and | identified no conflicts of interest to my work with this council to the best of my
knowledge.

The results of this internal audit are recorded on the next page.
Yours sincerely

A e

S

Kath Lloyd
Internal Auditor

Date: 09/04/2026

) <[
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Area of work checked

Outcome

Implementation of previous auditor
recommendations

Evidence produced — pleased to note that move to

specific council email is underway.

Implementation of previous AGAR
weaknesses/ recommendations

Not applicable

Key Governance Review

Evidence Produced

Transparency Evidence Produced
Accounting Evidence Produced
Budget Evidence Produced

Income Control

Evidence Produced

Bank Reconciliation

Evidence Produced

Petty Cash

Not applicable

Asset Control

Evidence Produced

Risk Management

Evidence Produced

General Administration

Evidence Produced

Proper Process/Practice

Evidence Produced

Payroll/HR No evidence of employment contract, appraisals
etc

Information and Data Compliance Evidence Produced

Year-end process Not audited

- Recommendations

Recommendations of previous auditor have been carried out satisfactorily.

The council operates a good system of internal control and governance and | am satisfied
that the accounts and systems used comply with the standards expected of the Council.

Signed ... (A‘L‘ e “}‘“\,}/
C

Dale.. . o 09/04/2026..................

R



Income received since the last meeting for approval

Gross
Date Payable to Amount Comment
06/03/2026 HMRC VTR £824.80 VAT Rebate
09/03/2026 |Bank Interest £9.12 Monthly Bank Interest
09/04/2026 Bank Interest £10.10 Monthly Bank Interest
07/04/2026 HMRC VTR £330.00 VAT Rebate
13/04/2026 Cheshire West and Chester Council £6,500.00 Annual Precept Payment
Payments made since the last meeting for approval
Net Gross
Date Payable to Amount VAT Amount Comment
20/04/2026 |Mrs K Lloyd £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 Internal Auditor
17/03/2026 Service Charge £4.25 £0.00 £4.25|Bank Charges
17/04/2026 Service Charge £4.25 £0.00 £4.25 Bank Charges
24/03/2026 PJ Hellmers Ltd £1,650.00 £330.00 £1,980.00 Installation of Kissing Gates
29/04/2026 HMRC PAYE £185.64 £0.00 £185.64 PAYE Payment Tax Month 1
25/04/2026 Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £567.46 £0.00 £567.46 Salary Tax Month 1
Payments not yet made for ag_proval
Date Payable to Net VAT Gross Comment
Amount Amount
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £0.00 £0.00 Salary Tax Month 2
HMRC PAYE £0.00 £0.00 PAYE Payment Tax Month 2
Service Charge £4.25 £0.00 £4.25 Bank Charges
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £40.70 £0.00 £40.70|Expenses




Hargrave and Huxley Parish Council

Policy Schedule 2026

Policy Date Adopted | Date Last Date Next
Reviewed Reviewed
Anti-Harrassment and 15t March 2026 | March 2026 May 2027
Bullying Policy
Absence Policy 14" Jul 2019 | May 2024 May 2026
Code of Conduct 8th May 2022 | May 2025 May 2026
Complaints Policy 8th May 2022 | May 2025 May 2026
Data Retention Policy 19* Mar 2024 | May 2025 May 2026
Disciplinary Procedure 1t Mar 2020 | May 2024 May 2026
Equal Opportunities Policy |14%Jul 2019 | May 2025 May 2026
Financial Regulation 7t July 2024 | May 2025 May 2026
Grievance Procedure 15t Mar 2020 May 2024 May 2026
Health & Safety Policy 4% Sept 2022 | May 2025 May 2026
Information Data 10" Mar 2019 | May 2025 May 2026
Protection GDPR
Information Technology 7t September May 2026
Policy 2025
Investment Policy 16% Jan 2024 | May 2025 May 2026
Publication Scheme 61" Nov 2022 | May 2025 May 2026
Planning Standing Orders | 19" Mar 2024 | May 2025 May 2026
Reserves Policy 15t Mar 2020 May 2025 May 2026
Risk Management Strategy |4 Sept 2022 | March 2025 Mar 2026
Risk Assessment Policy Jan 2019 March 2025 Mar 2026
Scheme of Delegation 4% Sept 2022 | May 2025 May 2026
Policy
Standing Orders May 2023 May 2024 May 2026
Training and Development | Aug 2024 May 2025 May 2026

Policy




HARGRAVE AND HUXLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MEETINGS 2026-27:

Sunday 5% July at Huxley Village Hall at 5.00pm

Sunday 6% September at Hargrave Village Hall at 5.00pm

Sunday 1t November at Huxley Village Hall at 5.00pm

Sunday 10" January 2026 at Hargrave Village Hall at 5.00pm

Sunday 7" March 2026 at Huxley Village Hall & Parish
Meeting at 5.00pm

Sunday 16" May 2026 at Hargrave Village Hall — Annual
Meeting at 5.00pm

For more information please contact the clerk on
clerk.huxleyhargravepc@gmail.com

Email: clerk.huxleyhargravepc@gmail.com




HARGRAVE AND HUXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Roles and Responsibilities — 2026-27

« Planning Matters — Lead Parish Councillor for two month period:-

- May & June Clir R Bird & CllIr C Warburton
- July & August Clir Halton & ClIr Pilkington

- September & October Clir Sackett & ClIr Martin

- November & December Clir Nicholls & ClIr R Jones

- January & February Clir Ratledge & ClIr Sackett

- March & April Clir R Bird & CllIr C Warburton

o Down our Way (monthly contributions to the newsletter) — Clir
Nicholls

o Moulson Trust Committee — ClIr R Jones
o Online signatories — ClIr Halton, ClIr Sackett

o Assets — to review and report back any maintenance requirements
— ClIr Martin and Clir Pilkington

« Footpaths — Clir Pilkington

« Noticeboard (installation of Agendas and updated information) —
Cllr Ratledge and Clir C Warburton

« Highways - ClIr Ratledge, Clir Pilkington & Clir Bird.

o SID Rota 2026-27
May/June — Carolyn Nicholls
July/August — Fiona Halton
September/October — Steve Martin
November/December — Steve Ratledge
January/February — Lorraine Sackett
March/April — Richard Jones
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